
PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN 

 REDUCING THE RISK OF CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT 
 

Why Have This Practicum? 
• 1.  Jesus loves the little children. 

• 2.  If we truly love the children, it is our responsibility to protect them from harm. 

   Jesus said,   “But (A)whosoever (B)causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it 

 would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in 

 the depth of the sea.  (Matt. 18: 6  NASB)   Here the word “stumble” is taken from the Greek  

 “skan-dal-id-zo” 

• To Make Us Aware of How To Properly Protect our Children 

• 4.  To Take the Necessary Measures To Protect our Church from the acts of individual abusers 

within the Church. 

• (WE CAN NOT AND WE WILL NOT COVER UP ABUSE!!!)   

• *Remember, Abuse is not limited to a particular ethnic, religious, or cultural group.  Incidents of 

child abuse go across the board. 

 

Definition Of Abuse 
• RCW 26-44-020 (12) defines abuse and neglect as injury, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, 

negligent treatment or maltreatment of a child by any person under circumstances which 

indicate that the child’s health, welfare, and safety is harmed.  Abuse and neglect does NOT 

include the physical discipline of a child as defined in RCW 9A.16.100 

• Physical Abuse:  Using physical force or action that results, or could result, in injury to a child or 

youth. 

•  Emotional Abuse:  A pattern of hurting a child’s feelings to the point of damaging his or her 

self-respect.  It includes verbal attacks of the child, insults, humiliation, or rejection. 

• Sexual Abuse:  This occurs when someone uses a child or youth for sexual stimulation or 

gratification. 

 

What Is “Appropriate Touch?” 
• “Good touch” is important to each of us.  Children do not grow and thrive without the good 

touch of others. 

• So, in the midst of caution, remember that “good touch” is just that----Good! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018:6&version=NASB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018:6&version=NASB


Signs and Symptoms Of Physical Abuse & Neglect 
• The Child  

 -Shows sudden changes in behavior or school performance 

 -Has learning problems (or difficulty concentrating) that cannot be attributed to specific 

 physical or psychological causes 

 -Is always watchful, as though preparing for something bad to happen 

 -Lacks adult supervision 

 -Is overly compliant, passive, or withdrawn 

 -Comes to school or other activities early, stays late, and does not want to go home 

 

• The Parent  

 -Shows little concern for the Child 

 -Denies the existence of or blames the child for the child’s problems in school or at 

 home. 

 -Asks teachers or other caregivers to use excessive physical punishment if the child 

 misbehaves 

 -Sees the child as entirely bad, worthless, or burdersome  

 -Demands a level of physical or academic performance the child is not able to achieve 

 -Looks primarily to the child for care, attention, and satisfaction of emotional needs 

 

• The Parent and Child 

 -Rarely touch or look at each other 

 -They consider their relationship entirely negative 

 -State that they do not like each other 

 

Signs and Symptoms Of Sexual Abuse 
• (Consider the possibility of sexual abuse when the Child: 

 -Has difficulty or discomfort with walking or sitting 

 -Suddenly refuses to change for gym or to participate in physical activities 

 -Reports nightmares or bedwetting or difficulty with urination 

 -Experiences a sudden change in appetite 

 -Demonstrates bizarre, sophisticated, or unusual sexual knowledge or behavior 

 -Becomes pregnant or contracts a venereal disease 

 -Has torn or bloodly underclothing 

 -Runs away and/or extreme withdrawal for church activities and friends 

 -Reports sexual abuse by a parent or another adult caregiver 

 -Verbal signs may include:  “I don’t like (names a particular person).”  Or  “I don’t like to 

 be alone with (particular person).” 

 

 

 



How do you properly respond to a child who reports abuse to you? 
• Tell the child that you believe them and that you are going to contact people who can help.   

• Respect the privacy of the child.  The child will need to tell their story in detail later.  Remember, 

you need only to suspect abuse to make a report.   

• Don’t display horror, shock, or disapproval of parents, the child, or the situation.   

• Believe the child if he/she reports sexual abuse.  It is rare for a child to lie about sexual abuse. 

 

 

 

The Aftermath of Abuse 
• Abused children display a wide range of emotions and behaviors in the aftermath of abuse.  

These may include: 

• Abnormal Fears (PTSD) 

• Aggressive Behavior such as sexual acting out. 

• Depression, which results from loss (includes loss of childhood memories, loss of healthy social 

contact, loss of bodily integrity, loss of trust, loss of sexual maturity…in essence they lose the 

right to a normal, healthy childhood. 

• Confused Sexual Identity 

• Poor Self-esteem 

• Child Sexual Abuse can plague victims into Adulthood.   

• Research studies indicate some of the following effects in later life: 

• Sexual Dysfunction, Promiscuity 

• Eating Disorders, Substance Abuse 

• Possible perpetuation of abuse onto others 

• When abuse occurs in the Church, there can be religious confusion and feelings of enmity 

toward God and the Church. 

 

What is your responsibility if a camper reports they have been abused? 
Notify the camp directors discreetly and immediately.    

This is a very serious and private matter.   

DO NOT discuss the events with anyone else other than the camp directors.     

 

 


